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 I  would l ike to begin by posing a question -- how do you measure a l i fe?  

That question is often asked rhetorical ly,  and it  seems to be a frequent topic with podcasters
and speechwriters these days. Amazon l ists 5,000 books on the topic of l iving a fulf i l l ing l i fe.  It
is certainly a question that comes into my head more often these day, as the funerals ecl ipse
the baptisms and I  begin my 40th year practicing law. 
           
I  wonder if  a l i fe can ult imately be measured not by how long you l ived, or how we l ived, but
what we l ived for.  So permit me to ask you -- what do you l ive for? 
 
Some might answer that question by saying they l ived a l i fe ful l  of happiness, love, fr iendship,
and family.  Yes, those are certainly worthy priorit ies. But some may believe that devoting one's
l ife to uplift ing others is what we should strive for.  The mere fact that you are reading our
Annual Report tel ls me you value l iving for others.

Simply put,  the mission of KLS is a mission for others. This includes mothers, fathers, teens,
toddlers, the weak, the poor, the elderly,  and the vulnerable. It  encompasses victims of domestic
violence and victims of slumlords. I ’m describing famil ies who represent the l i feblood of our
communities, stretching from Elkart to El l inwood, Baxter Springs to Bird City.  In al l  105 counties
of Kansas, you wil l  f ind famil ies who depend on the ski l ls of a KLS attorney or paralegal working
to level the playing f ield.
 
With your support,  the impact of KLS advocacy is growing. We have expanded our family of
supporters, donors, volunteers, and advocates.  

Last year we tripled the number of individual donors, and doubled the total amount of money
raised to $250,000. 50 different law firms joined the We Are Legal Aid campaign, and 25
plaintiff  lawyers joined the Equal Justice Project.  Three new charitable foundations saw the
value in our mission and contributed. The number of volunteer attorneys doubled, and continues
to grow. 
                                                                                                                                              Continued

Matthew Keenan
Execut ive Director

L e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  E . D .

2



L e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  E . D .

Yet in so many ways, the playing f ield is not level .  There is not equal justice under law. Kansas has
far too many residents who go without counsel.  95% of tenants have no attorney. 60% of domestic
violence victims have no counsel.   
 
 Part of this problem is simply a reduction in the number of attorneys across the state. Today there
are two Kansas counties with no attorneys, f ive counties with one attorney, eleven counties with
just two, and ten counties with three. Experts predict that in f ive years, one-third of Kansas
counties wil l  have fewer than two attorneys. 
 
And the simple real ity is that those attorneys sti l l  practicing wil l  be taking the cl ients who can pay. 
 
Sti l l ,  we are doing a lot.  Consider the fol lowing: 
           

1,044 victims of domestic violence  obtained a Final Protection from Abuse order, through
the representation of a KLS advocate. 

237 adults and children  received steady monthly income from Social Security or SSI disabil ity
benefits,  putting over $3.5 mil l ion into the Kansas economy. 

1,421 veterans and/or their families  received legal advice or representation. 

1,357 clients received legal assistance  for expungement of criminal conviction or arrest.
      150 of these cl ients were served by pro bono volunteers at KLS-organized expungement 
      cl inics. 

835 adults received assistance to restore their driving rights, al lowing these Kansans to
legally drive to work, school,  and medical appointments. 

323 Kansas families received specialized assistance with keeping chi ldren out of foster
care through the KLS’ Kids2Kin program, to promote permanency for Kansas kids.

Our best days l ie ahead. 

So I  go back to how I started this conversation. What do you l ive for? I  bel ieve that answer is
helping those who need a helping hand. 

As one pro bono attorney told me, in summarizing her work for the poor: “To the world you may be
one person. But to one person, you might be the world.”  
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MissionVision
Kansas Legal Services is legal aid in
Kansas, providing equal access to
justice for the most vulnerable Kansans.

KLS provides legal services to al leviate
low income Kansans’ poverty burdens.
KLS has eleven legal services f ield
offices and two mediation offices
located across Kansas.

 Since 1977, KLS has progressively
focused efforts on persons with special
needs, domestic violence victims, crime
victims, the homeless, chi ldren in foster
care, consumers with debt disputes,
the elderly,  those with disabling
conditions, individuals with barriers to
jobs and housing, and those seeking
mediation services.

K a n s a s  L e g a l  S e r v i c e s  O v e r v i e w
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P r o g r a m s
Kansas Legal Services is one of the 132 independent non-profit legal aid
programs that receives funding from the Legal Services Corporation (LSC). LSC is
the single largest funder of civi l  legal aid for low income Americans in the nation.
KLS is one of 23 statewide legal aid programs that receives funding from LSC,
while other grantees serve parts of states.

Family Law

KLS represents thousands of low income
persons each year in domestic matters
through many funding sources, including:
Access to Justice (ATJ),  Legal Services
Corporation, United Way, Interest on Lawyers
Trust Accounts (IOLTA) and Victims of Crime
Act (VOCA).

Funding specif ic to family law increased the
number of family law cl ients KLS has been
able to serve. Even with increased funding,
the demand for direct representation in family
law matters continues to exceed KLS’
capacity. Priority is placed on cases of
spousal or chi ld abuse and protection from
abuse orders.

S e r v i c e s  f o r  S u r v i v o r s  o f  
D o m e s t i c  V i o l e n c e  a n d  O t h e r  C r i m e s

E v e r y  y e a r ,  K L S  p r o v i d e s  a s s i s t a n c e  t o
t h o u s a n d s  o f  s u r v i v o r s  o f  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e ,
s e x u a l  a s s a u l t ,  s t a l k i n g  a n d  o t h e r  c r i m e s .
K L S  u s e s  f u n d s  f r o m  a  n u m b e r  o f  r e s o u r c e s ,
i n c l u d i n g  V i c t i m s  o f  C r i m e  A c t  ( V O C A ) ,  a n d
I n t e r e s t  o n  L a w y e r s  T r u s t  A c c o u n t  ( I O L T A )
f u n d i n g ,   t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  l e g a l  n e e d s  o f
s u r v i v o r s  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  a r e  a d d r e s s e d .
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  n e e d e d  l e g a l  a s s i s t a n c e ,  K L S
l o o k s  a t  t h e  o t h e r  n e e d s  o f  t h e  s u r v i v o r s
s u c h  a s  a f f o r d a b l e ,  s a f e  h o u s i n g  a n d  i n c o m e
m a i n t e n a n c e  t h a t  w i l l  h e l p  t h e m  f e e l  s a f e
a n d  s t a b l e .

F u n d e r s  f o r  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  w o r k  f o r
s u r v i v o r s  r a n g e  f r o m  f e d e r a l ,  s t a t e ,  c o u n t y
a n d  l o c a l  f u n d s  f r o m  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e .  K i d s 2 K i n

The  Kids2Kin program aims at reducing the
number of chi ldren entering foster care, and
preventing foster care placements for those
at- r isk by helping relatives or caregivers of
the kids with guardianships and other legal
issues. 

KLS was the f irst legal service organization
in the country awarded a grant from the
federal Family First program in 2019.

P a r e n t  A d v o c a t e  P r o g r a m

The Kansas  Depar tment  for  Ch i ldren  and
Fami l ies  (DCF)  cont racts  w i th  KLS to  prov ide
case management  and lega l  serv ices  to
fami l ies  in  10  count ies .  The  miss ion  of  the
Parent  Advocate  Program is  to  keep fami l ies
together  and prevent  ch i ldren  f rom go ing  in to
the  foster  care  system.  We do th is  through
educat ion ,  advocacy  (persona l  and lega l ) ,
and  co l laborat ion .  Work ing  wi th  parents  and
careg ivers ,  Parent  Advocates  prov ide
resources ,  support ,  and  gu idance to
st rengthen fami l ies .
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R e s o l v i n g  B a r r i e r s  t o  E m p l o y m e n t  a n d  H o u s i n g

KLS’ expanded funding base helps us to mitigate the effects of poverty to help Kansans obtain
better jobs, housing, and access other opportunit ies to support their famil ies. This includes
assisting in clearing criminal records, resolving debt disputes, resolving housing disputes,
assisting in reinstatement of suspended driver’s and professional l icenses, and promoting
access to self-help legal resources

Expungements

KLS conducts expungement cl inics across
the state through funding from the Kansas
Bar Foundation, state funding, and in
partnership with local bar associations. We
rely on volunteer attorneys to help with these
clinics. Several corporations and local courts
have partnered with us on the cl inics and the
legal staff from Koch Industries has held
monthly cl inics in Wichita.

Suspended Driver’s License Reinstatement

In 2023, over 200,000 Kansans had a
suspended or revoked driver 's l icense. Kansas
was 4th in the nation with the number of
persons with suspended l icenses. This is the
result  of fai l ing to pay a t icket,  not showing up
for a hearing,  being in an uninsured wreck or
not paying chi ld support .  The road to get a
driver 's l icense back is often hard to navigate.  

In 2023, KLS worked with the City of Wichita to
staff a driver’s l icense reinstatement program for
Sedgwick County cit izens with suspended
licenses. KLS also supported an attorney for
Wyandotte County’s Suspended License
Intervention Project (SLIP).   

Both of these projects were phenomenal ly
successful  at helping get Kansans out of the
spiral  of unaffordable f ines and fees that can
keep them from driving legal ly .  

In the fal l ,  2023, KLS was awarded a two-year
special  grant from LSC to  partner with  local
bar associations,  private attorneys and courts to
conduct driver’s l icense cl inics around the state,
staffed with volunteer attorneys.

Housing Law

KLS helps Kansans with many aspects of
housing that tenants and homeowners face,
including confronting discriminatory practices
by landlords and lenders, and resolving
unsafe rental housing conditions.

KLS also provides foreclosure prevention
legal assistance through a grant from the
Kansas Bar Foundation. Hundreds of Kansas
famil ies have been helped to prevent or
resolve foreclosure actions.
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E l d e r  L a w
KLS coordinates with local Area Agencies on Aging and the Kansas Department for Aging and
Disabil ity Services as a legal service provider in the state aging network. Older Americans
Act, county Mil l  Levy funds, and other private funds address this growing area of need. Senior
Citizens Law Project (SCLP) provides services in a wide range of civi l  legal issues to persons
age 60 and older. SCLP’s objective is to target the more vulnerable elderly population who
are in the greatest social and economic need.

KLS also operates the KLS Elder Rights Project which provides assistance for seniors who
are victims of f inancial fraud, exploitation, domestic abuse and other crimes.

Kansas Elder Law Hotline 316-267-3975

The Kansas Elder Law Hotl ine l inks KLS staff and private attorneys to provide the
broadest possible range of legal advice and information.

h t t p s : / / k a n s a s l e g a l s e r v i c e s . o r g

In 2022-2023, KLS was the leader of a project to upgrade and update the KLS website to an
up-to-date version of the Drupal content management system, Drupal 9. This conversion
made the website more user-friendly, and better formatted for use on mobile devices. This
work was enabled by a generous grant from the Legal Services Corporation, and benefited
17 other LSC-funded legal services websites as well ,  with upgrades of their sites at no cost.

K a n s a s  L e g a l  S e r v i c e s  W e b s i t e

In  2023,  k a n s a s l e g a l s e r v i c e s . o r g  had

740,2166 unique v is i tors  who v iewed 1 ,223,650 pages.

The website  received 63% of  i ts  t raff ic  f rom mobi le  devices.

T o p  t h r e e  m o s t  p o p u l a r
p a g e s  i n  2 0 2 3 :

H o m e p a g e  –  1 4 6 , 8 3 3  v i e w s
T e n a n t  I s s u e s  a n d  R i g h t s  f o r

K a n s a s  R e n t e r s –  9 8 , 0 7 0  v i e w s
O n l i n e  A p p l i c a t i o n  –  

5 8 , 7 2 3  v i e w s
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P r o g r a m  O v e r v i e w

T h e  K L S  m e d i a t i o n  p r o g r a m  h a s  t w o  a p p r o v e d  m e d i a t o r s  o n  s t a f f  a n d  o n e
c o n t r a c t  m e d i a t o r  p r o v i d i n g  c i v i l  r i g h t s ,  e m p l o y m e n t ,  d o m e s t i c ,  j u v e n i l e
p e r m a n e n c y ,  i n s u r a n c e  a n d  o t h e r  m e d i a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e .    

M e d i a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  c o m p l e m e n t  t h e  w o r k  o f  K L S  b y  p r o v i d i n g  a  n o n -
a d v e r s a r i a l  d i s p u t e  r e s o l u t i o n  m e t h o d  f o r  a p p r o p r i a t e  c a s e s .  

S i n c e  2 0 2 1 ,  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  M e d i a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  R a n d y  H o e r s c h g e n .

A c c e s s  t o  J u s t i c e  ( A T J )  M e d i a t i o n s  a r e  f u n d e d  b y  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  J u d i c i a l
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  K a n s a s  S u p r e m e  C o u r t .  

A T J  f u n d i n g  e n a b l e s  p a r t i e s ’  a c c e s s  t o  K L S  o f f i c e s  f o r  m e d i a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  a t
n o  c o s t  t o  p a r t i c i p a n t s  w h o  q u a l i f y .  

M o s t  A T J  m e d i a t i o n s  i n v o l v e  p o s t - d i v o r c e  c u s t o d y  a n d  p a r e n t i n g  t i m e
i s s u e s .

H u m a n  R i g h t s  M e d i a t i o n s  o f f e r  v o l u n t a r y  m e d i a t i o n  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n v o l v e d  i n
e m p l o y m e n t ,  h o u s i n g  a n d  p u b l i c  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  c l a i m s  f i l e d
w i t h  t h e  K a n s a s  H u m a n  R i g h t s  C o m m i s s i o n .

F o r - F e e  M e d i a t i o n s  a r e  o f f e r e d  t o  p a r t i e s  i n  d o m e s t i c  m a t t e r s  o n  a  s l i d i n g
f e e  b a s i s  w h e n  n e i t h e r  p a r t y  i s  A T J - e l i g i b l e ,  a n d  i s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  p a r t i e s  i n
s o m e  c i v i l  m a t t e r s  a t  a  r e a s o n a b l e  h o u r l y  r a t e .

F o r  M o r e  I n f o r m a t i o n ,  

P l e a s e  C a l l  7 8 5 - 2 3 2 - 5 3 4 8

M i d l a n d  M e d i a t i o n  a n d  S e t t l e m e n t  S e r v i c e s
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I n  S e d g w i c k  C o u n t y ,  w i t h  o v e r  4 , 0 0 0  l e g a l  s e r v i c e s
p r o v i d e d ,  t h e  n e t  e c o n o m i c  i m p a c t  w a s  $ 1 6 , 6 1 0 , 0 0 0 .  

In 2023, KLS returned an estimated total net economic impact of services
total ing $73,989,000 dollars to the state of Kansas. The study, performed by
an independent consultant,  Community Services Analysis (CSA), determined
that for every $1 invested in Kansas Legal Services in 2023, the state of
Kansas received an estimated $7.49 of immediate and long-term financial
benefits.

According to CSA, return on investment measures the f inancial value created
by the organization through delivery of services to the community. These
include both short-term direct economic impacts (employment, immediate
cost savings or increased revenues, etc.) and longer-term economic impacts
from educational benefits,  economic growth, community support cost savings,
legal and law enforcement cost savings, public benefits changes, and others. 

This study evaluated the f inancial impact of KLS advocacy in several counties,
including Riley County, where Manhattan is located and where KLS has an
office. In Ri ley County, KLS advocacy provided a net economic impact of
services total ing $2,350,000. In Saline County, the impact was $594,000. In
Sedgwick County, with over 4,000 legal services provided, the net economic
impact was $16,610,000. 

I n  2 0 2 3 ,  K a n s a s  L e g a l  S e r v i c e s  r e t u r n e d  a l m o s t  
7 4  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  o f  e c o n o m i c  i m p a c t  t o  t h e  s t a t e .  
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Client Success Stories

I  came into a cl inic on Saturday with Kansas Legal Services
and they were incredibly helpful with my driver’s l icense. I
had a bunch of outstanding traff ic matters. And they were
able to help me get them resolved. It ’s been well  over ten
years now, and it ’s been quite a headache. I ’ve been trying
to move forward with my l ife and get my l icense issues
resolved, and they’ve just been so helpful to me.

I  work at a construction company. I ’ve been there for over
five years now and I have ful l  custody of my daughter.  She’s
two and a half .  I ’ve had her ever since she was three weeks
old. Her mom kind of took off ,  so I ’ve had to deal with that,
too.  And not having a driver’s l icense, it ’s been pretty rocky.

But I ’ve made it work. So what these attorneys are doing,
it ’s awesome, man.

Kansas Legal Services was instrumental this
year in helping me with my safety.  I  f i led for a
protection order from abuse in spring and was
connected with Kansas Legal Services at the
PFA hearing and they helped connect me with
law staff and with advocates and with Cathol ic
Charit ies advocates for my domestic violence
case. I ’m new to al l  of this and I  didn’t  know
what to expect,  but their guidance and
advocacy changed my l i fe.  They real ly care.

Casey 

Tiffany
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E m p l o y e e  S p o t l i g h t

I  started at KLS in 1975 as a summer job when I
was in col lege at WSU and was promoted to
Executive Secretary a few years later.  At that
time the Wichita office was an entity by itself so
I was responsible for payrol l  and other scary
tasks. I 've worked with a lot of wonderful ,  caring
people and have seen often how the work we
do makes a difference in the l ives of our cl ients,
whether it  be obtaining Social Security disabil ity
benefits for them, stopping an eviction or
removing them from domestic violence. I
remember a couple of cl ients whose l ives of
poverty and abuse led them to give up and
commit suicide even as we worked on their
cases to help them. We don't ever want that to
happen again. 

KLS is a family and our staff work every day to
make our cl ients'  l ives better.  It  is very
rewarding, on a personal level ,  to work in this
kind of place, that changes l ives for the better.
That,  in itself ,  is my reward.

I  started in approximately May, 1978 as a
receptionist.  I  was promoted to Secretary
(primari ly family law), and then promoted to
Paralegal.  As a paralegal I  have been on the
ground f loor of a number of projects: Hospital
Advocate - advocating for patients that are
uninsured, Social Security Project - obtaining
SSI disabil ity benefits for chi ldren in foster
care, Lead Paralegal Detention Advocate
Program - working with Juvenile Offenders,
and now Lead Paralegal for Kids2Kin Program
- providing legal services for caregivers. 

KLS is l ike my home; it  feels good to see how
our services can change a l i fe by one l itt le act.
As a side note I  ran into a guy assisting his
daughters in sel l ing Girl  Scout cookies. He
recognized me and said "I  want you to know
that you changed my l ife" gave me a hug and
thanked me. He was a juvenile offender that I
had worked with years ago, it  took me a
minute to remember him but it  left me feeling
great!

Glenda Leonard Dorothy Burgess
KLS - Wichita - Executive Secretary Lead Paralegal  -  Kids2Kin Program
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E l i z a b e t h  F e r g u s o n  A w a r d
Vicki LindenbergerThe Elizabeth Ferguson award is given

annually to a KLS staff member in recognition
of "Outstanding achievement(s) by Kansas
Legal Services staff members providing
substantial direct benefit to a cl ient or the
client community." 

This year’s recipient,  Vicki Lindenberger (r ight) ,
has been the one consistent person in the KLS
- Hutchinson office for 32 years. Vicki wears
many hats: such as receptionist,  secretary,
managing secretary and paralegal.  Vicki is
responsible for database administration,
general accounting and bookkeeping, funding
source al location, training new staff on KLS
procedures and policies, calendaring, goals
and objectives, pro bono and retainer program
coordination.
 

In  a  smal l  of f ice an employee does many th ings ,  i f  they are successfu l .  V ick i  is  a  ste l lar
example of  that .  V ick i ’s  superv isor ,  Candace Br idgess ,  Managing Attorney ,  says to  V ick i :  “ I
have to  say you are a lways posi t ive ;  you greet  everyone in  the morn ing wi th  a  ‘good
morning ’  and i t  s tar ts  the day ,  as  i t  should .  .  .  I t  is  just  such a  p leasant  exper ience to  come
through the door  in  the morn ing . ”
.

P i c t u r e ,  l e f t ,  K L S  s t a f f  a n d  v o l u n t e e r s  a t  t h e
e x p u n g e m e n t  a n d  d r i v e r ’ s  l i c e n s e  c l i n i c  i n  G r e a t
B e n d ,  J u l y  2 0 2 3
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V o l u n t e e r  S p o t l i g h t
Scott Stockwell

K L S  a t t o r n e y s  t u r n  a w a y  o v e r  h a l f  o f  t h e  c l i e n t s  w h o
o t h e r w i s e  q u a l i f y  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e ,  d u e  t o  a  l a c k  o f
r e s o u r c e s .  B u t  w e  a r e  w o r k i n g  t o  c h a n g e  t h i s  r e a l i t y .
O n e  i m p o r t a n t  w a y  w e  a r e  d o i n g  t h i s  i s  b y  c r e a t i n g
p a r t n e r s h i p s  w i t h  o u t s i d e  l a w y e r s ,  l a w  f i r m s ,
c o r p o r a t i o n s  a n d  o t h e r  5 0 1 ( c ) 3  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w h o  s h a r e
o u r  v i s i o n  f o r  e q u a l  j u s t i c e .  

O n e  o f  t h o s e  p a r t n e r s  i s  K C  D i g i t a l  D r i v e ,  ( K C D D )  a  n o n -
p r o f i t  w h o s e  m i s s i o n  i s  t o  m a k e  K a n s a s  C i t y  a  d i g i t a l
l e a d e r  a n d  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  f o r  a l l  p e o p l e  i n
t h e  r e g i o n .  

K C D D  c r e a t e d  a  s o f t w a r e  p r o g r a m  t h a t  m a k e s  i t  e a s i e r  f o r  v o l u n t e e r  a t t o r n e y s  t o
p r e p a r e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  p l e a d i n g s  f o r  e a c h  a p p l i c a n t .  

S c o t t  S t o c k w e l l  ( p i c t u r e d  a b o v e ) ,  K U ,  1 9 8 4 ,  h a s  b e e n  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h i s  c h a n g e .  S c o t t
c o o r d i n a t e s  t h e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  o f  K L S  a n d  K C D D .  I n  t h i s  r o l e ,  S t o c k w e l l  h a s  a t t e n d e d
t h i r t e e n  e x p u n g e m e n t  c l i n i c s  f r o m  a s  f a r  w e s t  a s  D o d g e  C i t y  t o  a s  f a r  e a s t  a s  K a n s a s
C i t y ,  K a n s a s ,  a n d  a l l  c i t i e s  i n  b e t w e e n  a n d  i s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  a n s w e r  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  e n s u r e
e a s e  o f  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  s o f t w a r e  c a p a b i l i t i e s .  

I n  h i s  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  p r a c t i c i n g ,  S c o t t  s a w  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  t e c h n o l o g y  t o  e l i m i n a t e
b a r r i e r s  t o  a  m o r e  e f f i c i e n t  w a y  o f  p r a c t i c i n g  l a w .  W h i l e  w o r k i n g  a t  t h e  K a n s a s
C o r p o r a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n ,  S c o t t  w a s  a  c o m p u t e r  n e r d ,  a n d  h e l p e d  m a k e  e a r l y  u s e  o f
c o m p u t e r  t e c h n o l o g y  a  r e a l i t y  f o r  h i s  c o - w o r k e r s .

T o d a y  h e  p r a c t i c e s  i n  L a w r e n c e ,  w h i l e  d e v o t i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t  t i m e  t o  t h e  K L S  e x p u n g e m e n t
i n i t i a t i v e s .

“ W o r k i n g  w i t h  K a n s a s  L e g a l  S e r v i c e s  o n  n e w  t e c h n o l o g y  p r o v i d e s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o
t o u c h  t h e  l i v e s  o f  s o  m a n y  p e o p l e .  K L S  i s  a  g r e a t  d e v e l o p m e n t  p a r t n e r .  T h e  s o f t w a r e  w e
c r e a t e  t o g e t h e r  m a k e s  i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  K L S  t o  r e a c h  m a n y  m o r e  p e o p l e .  T h e  g u i d e d
i n t e r v i e w  f o r m a t  a l l o w s  f o r  a t t o r n e y s  w i t h o u t  p r e v i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  a  s p e c i f i c  a r e a  t o
s e r v e  c l i e n t s  q u i c k l y  a n d  w i t h  c o n s i s t e n t l y  g o o d  r e s u l t s .  W e  h o p e  t o  w o r k  w i t h  K L S  s t a f f
t o  b r i n g  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  t e c h n o l o g y  t o  o t h e r  a r e a s  o f  t h e  l a w . ”
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KLS conducts expungement clinics across the state through funding from the Kansas Bar
Foundation, Kansas Office of Judicial Administration and in partnership with local bar associations,
law firms and corporations. We rely on volunteer attorneys to help with these clinics. Several
corporations, public defenders’ offices, law firms and local district courts have partnered with us on
the clinics. The legal staff from Koch Industries and T-Mobile have helped us hold expungement and
drug registry relief clinics throughout Kansas. Further, in 2024, Cargil l ,  Intrust Bank, Foulston Siefkin
LLP and Stinson LLP are joining Koch Industries and T-Mobile in helping Kansans expunge their
records for a new start.

 

Expungement provides individuals with the opportunity for redemption and a fresh start by sealing
their criminal record. It ’s about empowerment and opening doors that have been closed. With a
clean record, they can pursue educational, employment, and personal goals without the fear of past
mistakes holding them back.  

“Everyone, at some point in their l ife, has been young and stupid. I certainly was. If you l ive in the
right zip code, you can hire an attorney and get a diversion. If you are less fortunate, you get a
blemish on your record that might never go away,” said KLS Executive Director Matthew Keenan.
“But Project Second Chance changes that.”    

Studies have shown shedding past mistakes can help individuals see themselves in a more positive
light, fostering feelings of self-acceptance, pride, and optimism about their future prospects. 
  

P r o  B o n o  P r o g r a m

O v e r  a  t w o - y e a r  p e r i o d  –  2 0 2 2 - 2 0 2 3  –  K L S  h e l d  1 8
c l i n i c s  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e ,  p r o v i d i n g  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f
l e g a l  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h o s e  i n  n e e d .  ( B a r t o n  C o u n t y ,
C r a w f o r d  C o u n t y ,  F o r d  C o u n t y ,  G e a r y  C o u n t y ,
J o h n s o n  C o u n t y ,  L e a v e n w o r t h  C o u n t y ,  L y o n
C o u n t y ,  M c P h e r s o n  C o u n t y ,  N e o s h o  C o u n t y ,  R e n o
C o u n t y ,  R i l e y  C o u n t y ,  S e d g w i c k  C o u n t y ,  a n d
W y a n d o t t e  C o u n t y ) .  

E x p u n g e m e n t  c l i n i c s  a r e  a  m a j o r  f o c u s  o f  K L S  a d v o c a c y .  

E x p u n g e ﻿m e n t s  

P r o j e c t  S e c o n d  C h a n c e  c o n d u c t e d  1 8  c l i n i c s  o v e r  t ﻿w o  y e a r s .
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P r o  B o n o  P r o g r a m  

 

One of  the biggest  chal lenges facing KLS c l ients is  gett ing re l ief  f rom outstanding court
f ines and fees.  Depending on the indiv idual  s i tuat ion ,  courts may grant  a waiver  of  the
f ines and fees,  reduce port ions of  court  and f i l ing costs ,  or ,  pr ior  to f i l ing an expungement ,
inst i tute a payment p lan for  outstanding balances.  

“We love the c l in ics .  We go to where the c l ients l ive .  We l i f t  them up.  I t ’s  very sat isfy ing for
everyone involved,  even the court  personnel”  said Statewide Pro Bono Director  Joy
Spr ingf ie ld .  

Our serv ices reached a d iverse c l iente le ,  showcasing our
dedicat ion to  serv ing a l l  Kansans .  Of  the 314 ind iv idua ls  served at
these c l in ics ,  148 were persons of  co lor  and 113 of  them were
women.  The average age of  the c l ient  was 43 years  o ld .  Among
the of fenses expunged,  t raf f ic  charges were most  common,  but
misdemeanor  and/or  fe lony of fenses averaged around two per
ind iv idua l .

Left :  Kansas Legal  Serv ices Statewide Pro Bono Director ,  Joy
Spr ingf ie ld .

cont inued
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C a s e s  -  B y  t h e  N u m b e r s
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C a s e s  -  B y  t h e  N u m b e r s
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F i n a n c i a l  S t a t e m e n t s
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F i n a n c i a l  S t a t e m e n t s
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Richard Porter
The name Richard Porter probably isn’t famil iar to you. A man who exudes modesty and
quiet confidence, Richard’s path intersected with the mission of KLS five years ago
when one of his ranch hands needed assistance with an expungement. 

One thing led to another and in just a couple months Richard became one of most
generous benefactors to the mission of KLS. 

Today, Richard’s leadership is bringing other donors and other 501(c)3’s to understand
and support what we do at Legal Aid.

This is his story:

“I  am a cattle rancher 30 miles from Topeka. A few years ago I hired a lawyer to get an
expungement for a great employee that had completely turned his l i fe around. I  thought
this was merely so he could get a hunting l icense. But it  completely changed how the
employee saw himself and how others saw him, because he was no longer defined by
the worst aspect of his past.  Then I paid for expungements for the 3 other people in my
rural area in a similar situation.

“This second chance had a perceived value from 10 to 100 times the cost of hir ing a
lawyer for them. Wanting to help with more expungements, I  was blessed to connect
with Kansas Legal Services through their office in Emporia. They already connect with
people statewide that would benefit from expungements. They have the experience
and software to do this in a more cost-effective manner than a private lawyer, whom
most potential cl ients could not afford anyway.”

D o n o r  S p o t l i g h t

“According to a Harvard Law School study, people
with expungements are actual ly less l ikely to
offend than the general public.”

R i c h  P o r t e r  ( i n  p i c t u r e ,  s e c o n d  f r o m  r i g h t )
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In  2023 KLS launched an innovat ive program – to  create a  partnership  with  the
defense bar  and the p la int i f f ’s  bar .  This  col laborat ion shared a  common,  cr i t ica l
goal :  to  reduce domest ic  v io lence in  Kansas by provid ing counsel  to  v ict ims who
otherwise d id  not  have an attorney.

The col laborat ion was a  smashing success.  The Defense bar ,  us ing the in i t iat ive
“We Are Legal  Aid”  resul ted in  46 law f i rms contr ibut ing $100 per  attorney per  law
f irm for  a  tota l  amount  ra ised of  $45,000.  The KTLA membership recrui ted 19
members who donated $39,000 for  a  tota l  of  $84,000.

The money is  targeted to  help  provide counsel  to  v ict ims of  domest ic  v io lence.  In
Kansas,  about  70% of  domest ic  v io lence v ict ims have no attorney.

Take,  for  example,  one judic ia l  d istr ict  in  Kansas –  the 31st  Judic ia l  Distr ict  in
Southeast  Kansas -  which inc ludes Al len ,  Wi lson,  Woodson and Neosho count ies .  Of
the 224 tota l  protect ion orders  f i led in  the ent i re  d istr ict  in  2022,  184 of  those were
pro se ,  or  about  82%.

Vict ims of  domest ic  v io lence/sexual  assault  need counsel .  Studies show that  those
vict ims have about  18 c iv i l  legal  needs/matters  per  person.  

                                        

 W E  A R E  L E G A L  A I D   D r i v e

I n  K a n s a s ,  a b o u t  7 0 %  o f  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e
v i c t i m s  h a v e  n o  a t t o r n e y .

T h e s e  l e g a l  i s s u e s  a f f e c t  e v e r y
a s p e c t  o f  v i c t i m s ’  l i v e s :  f a m i l y
s e c u r i t y ,  a c c e s s  t o  h e a l t h  c a r e ,
a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  c r e d i t ,  d e b t  c o l l e c t i o n
l a w s u i t s ,  h o u s i n g  d i s l o c a t i o n ,
e d u c a t i o n  i n t e r r u p t i o n ,  a n d  l a c k  o f
a c c e s s  t o  e s s e n t i a l  g o v e r n m e n t a l
b e n e f i t s  a n d  s e r v i c e s .

T h i s  p a r t n e r s h i p  i s  c h a n g i n g  t h o s e
s t a t i s t i c s .

                                   C o n t i n u e d ,
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 W E  A R E  L E G A L  A I D   D r i v e ,  c o n t i n u e d

L y n n  J o h n s o n ,  o f  S h a m b e r g ,  J o h n s o n ,  h e l p e d  o r g a n i z e
t h e  p l a i n t i f f ’ s  b a r .

“ K a n s a s  L e g a l  S e r v i c e s  h a s ,  f o r  a l m o s t  5 0  y e a r s ,
p r o v i d e d  l o w  i n c o m e  K a n s a n s  w i t h  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  b e
r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  e x c e l l e n t  a t t o r n e y s  d e d i c a t e d  t o
p r o t e c t i n g  t h e i r  l e g a l  r i g h t s  t h r o u g h  c o u n s e l i n g ,
e d u c a t i o n  a n d  l i t i g a t i o n  a d v o c a c y .  

“ O u r  f i r m ,  s i n c e  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 7 0 s ,  h a s  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t
u n l e s s  a l l  K a n s a n s  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  b e
r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  a n  a t t o r n e y  t h a t  i s  d e d i c a t e d  t o
p r o t e c t i n g  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  l e g a l  r i g h t s  t h e r e  c a n  b e  n o
‘ E q u a l  J u s t i c e  U n d e r  t h e  L a w . ’  

“ I t  i s  c r i t i c a l  t h a t  a l l  K a n s a n s  h a v e  e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o
b e  p r o t e c t e d  b y  t h e  ‘ R u l e  o f  L a w ’ — a n  e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t y
t o  d e f e n d  a n d  p u r s u e  t h e i r  l e g a l  r i g h t s . ”

D a v i d  R o g e r s ,  t h e  m a n a g i n g  p a r t n e r  o f
F o u l s t o n ,  S i e f k i n ,  t o o k  t h e  l e a d  a m o n g  t h e
d e f e n s e  b a r .

“ F o u l s t o n  s u p p o r t s  K a n s a s  L e g a l  S e r v i c e s
b e c a u s e  w e  b e l i e v e  i n  i t s  m i s s i o n –  p r o v i d i n g
e q u a l  a c c e s s  t o  j u s t i c e  f o r  t h e  m o s t
v u l n e r a b l e  K a n s a n s .  

“ T h r o u g h  t h e  w o r k  o f  K L S  s t a f f  a n d  v o l u n t e e r
a t t o r n e y s  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e ,  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f
t h e  r u l e  o f  l a w  i s  a v a i l a b l e  w i t h o u t  i n c o m e  a s
a  b a r r i e r .  W e ’ r e  p r o u d  t o  b e  p a r t  o f  t h e  l e g a l
c o m m u n i t y  h e l p i n g  m a k e  t h a t  p o s s i b l e . ”
 

K L S  i s  d e e p l y  g r a t e f u l  t o  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  L y n n  a n d  D a v i d
a n d  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  K a n s a s  a t t o r n e y s  w h o  s e e  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h i s
i n i t i a t i v e . 23



C o r p o r a t e  S p o t l i g h t
K L S  i s  p r o u d  t o  h i g h l i g h t  o n e  o f  s e v e r a l  p r i v a t e / p u b l i c  p a r t n e r s h i p s  w i t h  K a n s a s
e m p l o y e r s .  P e r h a p s  t h e  b e s t  i l l u s t r a t i o n  i s  t h e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  K o c h  I n d u s t r i e s  
a n d  K L S .  T h i s  i n i t i a t i v e  b e g a n  w i t h  K o c h  e n g a g i n g  w i t h  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  t o  c h a n g e  t h e
e t h i c a l  r u l e s  t o  p e r m i t  g r e a t e r  p r o  b o n o  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  w i t h  c o r p o r a t e  l a w y e r s  w h o  w e r e
l i c e n s e d  i n  s t a t e s  o t h e r  t h a n  K a n s a s  b u t  w a n t e d  t o  t a k e  p r o  b o n o  m a t t e r s  i n  t h e  K a n s a s
c o u r t s .

K o c h ’ s  r o l e  t h e n  e x p a n d e d  i n t o  l e a d i n g  t h e  c h a r g e  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  e x p u n g e m e n t  c l i n i c s  i n
t h e  W i c h i t a  a r e a  t o  h e l p  K a n s a n s  c l e a r  t h e i r  r e c o r d  o f  o l d  a n d  d a t e d  c r i m i n a l  a r r e s t s  a n d
s o m e t i m e s  c o n v i c t i o n s .  

M a t t  E l l i s  a t  K o c h  h a s  b e e n  a  l e a d e r  h e r e .  M a t t  i s  c h i e f  c o u n s e l  o f  K o c h  C o m p a n i e s
P u b l i c  S e c t o r ,  L L C  a n d  c o - c h a i r s  t h e  c o m p a n y ’ s  P r o  B o n o  I n i t i a t i v e .  M a t t  w a s  o n e  o f
t h r e e  K a n s a s  a t t o r n e y s  r e c o g n i z e d  b y  t h e  n a t i o n a l  b o a r d  o f  L e g a l  S e r v i c e s  C o r p o r a t i o n
i n  O c t o b e r ,  2 0 2 2 ,  f o r  h i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  p r o m o t i n g  a c c e s s  t o  j u s t i c e  t h r o u g h
p r o  b o n o  s e r v i c e s .

O n e  a r e a  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  w h e r e  t h i s  p a r t n e r s h i p  h a s  f l o u r i s h e d  h a s  b e e n  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f
e x p u n g e m e n t  c l i n i c s .  B e g i n n i n g  i n  2 0 1 8 ,  t h e  K o c h  I n d u s t r i e s  P r o  B o n o  I n i t i a t i v e  h a s
r e c r u i t e d  d o z e n s  o f  K o c h  v o l u n t e e r s  t o  a s s i s t  c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s  a c h i e v e  t h e i r  f u l l
p o t e n t i a l  a n d  l i v e  m o r e  f u l f i l l i n g  l i v e s .  K o c h ’ s  e f f o r t s  h a v e  r e c r u i t e d  o t h e r  c o r p o r a t e
e n t i t i e s  t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e s e  c l i n i c s ,  w i t h  S p i r i t ,  C a r g i l l ,  a m o n g  o t h e r s ,  a l s o  t a k i n g  c l i e n t s  i n
t h e s e  e f f o r t s .

 

K o c h  I n d u s t r i e s

O n e  o f  K o c h ’ s  s t a l w a r t  v o l u n t e e r s  i s  A s s o c i a t e  G e n e r a l
C o u n s e l ,  S e a n  T a r a n t i n o  ( p i c t u r e d ,  r i g h t ) ,  w h o ,  y e a r
a f t e r  y e a r ,  t a k e s  o n  m u l t i p l e  e x p u n g e m e n t  c a s e s  o n
b e h a l f  o f  c l i e n t s  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  a n n u a l  W i c h i t a
E x p u n g e m e n t  D r i v e .  I n  2 0 2 3 ,  K o c h  e x p u n g e d  5 0  c a s e s
f o r  2 7  c l i e n t s ,  8  o f  w h i c h  S e a n  r e p r e s e n t e d .

“ O u r  p r o  b o n o  i n i t i a t i v e  a l l o w s  m e  t o  s e r v e  t h e  W i c h i t a
c o m m u n i t y  i n  a  d e e p e r  w a y ,  a n d  o u r  w o r k  w i t h  K L S  i s
s o m e t h i n g  a l l  o f  u s  a t  K o c h  a r e  p r o u d  o f ”  S e a n  t o l d  K L S .

T o d a y ,  t h e  K o c h  e f f o r t s  h a v e  a s s i s t e d  o v e r  3 0 0  m e n
a n d  w o m e n  a c r o s s  K a n s a s  g e t  s e c o n d  c h a n c e s  i n  t h e
j o b  m a r k e t .
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B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s
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